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On Nov. 20, employees of the government's social security institute denounced the apparent
abduction of union secretary general Segundo Ponce de Leon, and announced they would not return
to work Nov. 21 as demanded by President Alberto Fujimori. Tuesday marked the 12th day of the
institute employees' strike. Most of the institute's 42,000 employees participated in the walk-out.
Fujimori published a decree on Nov. 16 permitting the government to declare illegal strikes affecting
basic services such as potable water, telephones, health, sanitation, electricity and transport. Social
security employee union officials said Ponce de Leon was abducted on the evening of Nov. 19
by three armed men wearing masks. Earlier on Monday, he had evaded police who had tried to
arrest him during a protest march in downtown Lima, the union leaders said. (Basic data from AP,
11/20/90)
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